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AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 

 

Urban theory and history; modernity and capitalism historically and comparatively; political 

economy and culture of globalization; uneven development; public space; food and politics; social 

theory; state socialism in east-central Europe and its transformation; the ‘Stranger’ 

 

EDUCATION 

 

1997  Ph.D., with Certificate in Comparative International Development, Department of 

Sociology, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, U.S.A. 

 

 

AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

 

2017  Faculty Fellow, Institute for Advanced Study, CEU, Budapest 

 

2015  Visiting Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Chicago, Spring 

 

2010  Endeavor Foundation Visiting Scholarship, University of Chicago, January – June 

 

2006  Visiting Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Chicago, January – June 

 

2002  Fellow, Hanse Institute for Advanced Study, (Hanse Wissenschaftskolleg) Delmenhorst, 

Germany, January – June 

 

Fall 1996 MacArthur Postdoctoral Fellow, Globalization Project, Chicago Humanities Institute, 

University of Chicago 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

 

2014  European Research Council, evaluation panel member 

 

2012-16 Trustee, FURS (Foundation for Urban and Regional Studies) IJURR & Wiley-Blackwell, 

Oxford 

 

Since 2013 Member of Editorial Board, Critical Historical Studies (U of Chicago Press)  
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Since 2012 International Corresponding Editor, Urban Studies 

 

Since 2010 Member of Editorial Board, International Review of Social Research 

 

2006-14 Board Member of RC 21 (Research Committee on Sociology of Urban and Regional 

Development) International Sociological Association 

 

Since 2006 Member of Editorial Board, Slavic Review 

 

2005-13 Corresponding Editor, International Journal of Urban and Regional Studies 

2010-12 

2004-6  Elected member of the Senate, Central European University 

 

Since 2002 Member of Summer University Board, CEU 

 

 

SELECT PUBLICATIONS 

 

Books 

 

Judit Bodnár. 2001. Fin-de-Millénaire Budapest: Metamorphoses of Urban Life. Minneapolis & London: 

University of Minnesota Press. 

 

Ed. Kritikai városkutatás. (Critical Urban Studies Reader). L’Harmattan. Budapest. 2013 (with Cs. Jelinek, 

M. Czirfusz and Z. Gyimesi) (in Hungarian) 

 

 

Articles and book chapters 

 

 Ed. Public Space and Public Sphere. Virtual Special Issue for the journal Urban Studies with 

editorial. http://usj.sagepub.com/site/Virtual_Collection/reclaiming_public_space.xhtml  

 

 "Reclaiming Public Space" Urban Studies, 52, 12 (2015): 2090-2104. 

 

 “Shamed by Comparison: Eastern Europe and the “Rest”” Pp. 256-67. in John W. Boyer and 

Berthold Molden (eds.) EUtROPEs: Paradox of European Empire. Parisian Notebooks. Paris & 

Chicago: University of Chicago Center. 2014. 

 

 “The Critique of Critical Thinking” Pp. 10-21 in Kritikai városkutatás. (Critical Urban Studies 

Reader) L’Harmattan. Budapest. 2013. 

 

 “The Petty Politics of a Mega-project in Budapest” Pp. 79-103 in Gerardo del Cerro (ed.) Urban 

Mega-Projects: A Worldwide View. Emerald, 2013. (with Judit Veres) 

 

 “What’s Left of the Right to the City?” Pp. 73-90 in Daniel Sherman, Ruud van Dijk, A. Aneesh 

and Jasmine Alinder (eds.) Since 1968. Indiana University Press. 2013. 

 

 “Reconfiguring Public and Private: Capital, State and New Housing Developments in Berlin and 

Budapest” Urban Studies, 47, 2 (April 2010): 789-812. (with Virag Molnar) 

 

 Guest editor and foreword to special issue on Restructuring the Postsocialist City, Studia 

Universitatis Babeş-Bolyai Sociologia, June (2009): 3-5.  

http://usj.sagepub.com/site/Virtual_Collection/reclaiming_public_space.xhtml
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 “The Socialism Package Error” European Studies Forum, 39, 1, (2009): 23-28. 

 

 “Becoming Bourgeois: (Postsocialist) Utopias of Isolation and Civilization” Pp. 140-151 in Mike 

Davis and Daniel Monk (eds.): Evil Paradises: Dreamworlds of Neoliberalism. New York: The 

New Press. 2007. 

 

 “Budapest” in Europe 1789-1914: Encyclopedia of the Age of Industry and Empire. Edited by John 

Merriman and Jay Winter. Detroit: Charles Scribner’s Sons. 2006. 

 

 “Mean Streets, Neat Malls, and Market Halls: Commercialization and Public Space in the Age of 

Globalization” Pp. 159-61 in Allan Siegel and Gabriella Uhl (eds.) Market Hall—Expiration Date: 

to be determined. Budapest: Ernst Museum. 2005. 

 

 “Roquefort vs Big Mac: Globalization and Its Others” European Journal of Sociology, XLIV, 1 

(2003): 68-79. 

 

 “’Paris of the East’—Urban Theory of the West: Comparative Thinking after the End of the East-

West Divide” Hintergrund, 21 November (2003): 7-23. Wien: Architekturzentrum. (in German) 

 

  “Budapest Fences: Reconfiguring Private and Public Space” Pp. 177-89 in Peter Döllman and 

Robert Temel (eds.) Lebenslandschaften: Zukünftiges Wohnen im Schnittpunkt zwischen privat und 

öffentlich (Lifescapes) Campus Verlag, Frankfurt & New York. 2002. (in German) 

 

 “On Fragmentation, Urban and Social” Pp. 173-94 in Kevin Fox Gotham (ed.): Critical 

Perspectives on Urban Redevelopment: Research in Urban Sociology. Vol.6. JAI Press, Oxford. 

2001.  

 

 “Assembling the Square: Social Transformation in Public Space and the Broken Mirage of the 

Second Economy in Postsocialist Budapest” Slavic Review, 57, 3 (Fall 1998): 489-515. 

 

 “Housing Advantages for the Better-Connected? Institutional Segmentation, Settlement Type and 

Social Network Effects in Late State-Socialist Housing Inequalities” Social Forces, 76, 4 (1998): 

1275-1304. (with József Böröcz) 

 

 “Art and Commerce as Logics of Budapest’s New Public Spaces” Pp. 183-192 in Hemalata C. 

Dandekar (ed.): City, Space and Globalization. An International Perspective. College of 

Architecture and Urban Planning. University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 1998. 

 

 “'He That Hath to Him Shall Be Given': Housing Privatization in Budapest after State Socialism” 

International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 20, 4 (1996): 616-36. 

 

CONFERENCE ORGANIZER 

 

2011 Complementary and Competing Visions of the Social: Sociology, History, Anthropology. 

International Interdisciplinary Workshop for the 20th anniversary, CEU, Budapest, September 23-34 

(with Constantin Iordachi) 

 

SESSION ORGANIZER 

 

2011 “Social Justice and the Right to the City” International Sociological Association, Research 

Committee 21 (Sociology of Urban and Regional Development) International Conference, 

Amsterdam, July. 
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2008 “The Politics of Comparison” 38th World Congress of the International Institute of Sociology, 

CEU, Budapest, June 26-30 

 

2007 “The Right to Public Space and the Politics of the Unprivileged” Research Committee 21 

International Conference, Vancouver, August 22-25 

 

2005 “Divided Cities and the Manufacturing of Unity” Cities as Social Fabric: Fragmentation and 

Integration. International Sociological Association RC 21 International Conference, Paris, 

Sciences Po, June 30 - July 2 

 

2004 “Consumption and Material Culture in Eastern Europe” The Council for European Studies 

International Conference, Chicago, March 11-13 (with Zsuzsa Gille) 
 

 

 

SELECT LECTURES AND CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

 

2015 “The Time of Gentrification: Theory, History and Contemporary Urban Change” Social Science 

History Association, Baltimore, November. 

 

2015 “The Location of Critical Urban Theory", ASA Annual Meeting, Chicago, August 22-25. 

 

2015 “Moscow Square Reloaded: Transformation in and of Public Space” Current Research on Post-

Socialist Cities in East Central Europe: Transformations of Urban Public Spaces after 1989—

Agents, Practices and Strategies, Herder Institute, Marburg, March 3-4. 

 

2014 “Spaces of Uncertainty: Public Space—Open Script” MKE, University of Fine Arts, Budapest, 

December 1. (invited speaker) 

 

2013 “Shamed by Comparison: Eastern Europe and the ‘Rest’” The University of Chicago Mellon & 

Endeavor Capstone Conference, Paris, December 5-7. 

 

2013 “Global Forms and Comparisons: Disciplines, Cases and Strategies” Session on Comparative 

Sociology, ASA Annual Meeting, New York, August 10-12. 

 

2013 “Urban Theories North by East/West” Research Committee 21 International Conference, Berlin, 

August 29-31. 

 

2013 “Building through Changing Times: Gentrification, Large-Scale Projects and Time in a Budapest 

Case-Study” The Crisis, Displacements, Cities and Migrants. IFK, Vienna, April 11-12. Invited 

speaker. 

 

2012 “Constructing Global Forms and Comparisons” Georg Simmel Center for Metropolitan Studies, 

Humboldt University, Berlin, June 4. Invited speaker. 

 

2011 “Mean Streets and the Political Economy of Public Space” Urban Development and Politics in 

Europe and Russia, International conference, St. Petersburg, October 28-30. Keynote speaker. 

 

2011 “’Paris of the East’, Urban Theory of the West? Cities and Theories after the End of the East-West 

Divide” Warsaw under Construction III, Urban Festival, Museum of Modern Art, Warsaw, 

October 15. Invited speaker. 
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2011 “Are there gated communities in postsocialist Eastern Europe?” Research Committee 21 

International Conference, Amsterdam, July 2011 (with Virag Molnar) 

 

2010 “Neoliberal Urban Forms and Comparisons” Max Planck Institute, Göttingen, October 6. Invited 

speaker. 

 

2010 “Urban Forms and Comparisons: Chicago’s Near North Side and the Localization of Gentrification 

Generalized” Great Cities Institute, Comparative Urbanism Lecture Series, University of Illinois, 

Chicago, April 28. Invited speaker. 

 

2008 “What’s Left of the Right to the City?” Since 1968: a 40th Anniversary Conference at the Center 

for 21st Century Studies, University of Wisconsin—Milwaukee, October 23-5. Invited speaker. 

 

2008 “The Art of Public Space and the Politics of Presence” 1st ISA Forum of Sociology, Barcelona, 

September 5-8. 

 

2008 “Dual Cities: Globalization, Uneven Development and the Splitting of Unitary Frames” Cities and 

Globalization Conference, New York University’s Prague Institute for Democracy, Economy 

and Culture, March 20-21. Invited speaker. 

 

2008 “The Socialism Package Error” The Council for European Studies International Conference, 

Chicago, March 6-8. 

 

2007 Theory and Method in Critical Urban Scholarship, Invited participant, Workshop organized by 

the International Journal for Urban and Regional Research, Oxford, November 8. 

 

2007 “Bourgeois Consumption and the Uneven Development of Urban Space” Special Session, and 

“Dual Cities, Globalization and Uneven Development” ASA Meeting, New York, August 10-14 

 

2006 “Scales of Gentrification: Housing Regimes in Chicago and Budapest” Metropolitan Studies 

Urban Seminar Series, New York University, April 6. Invited speaker. 

 

2005 “Localization as Risk-Reducing Strategy: Antiglobalizationist Social Movements and the Specter of 

Community, State and Socialism” NSF Workshop on the Cultural Politics of Globalization and 

Community in Eastern Europe, Budapest, May. Invited speaker. 

 

2005 “The Freedom of Exclusion: An American Housing Model in Budapest” Territory, control and 

enclosure: the ecology of urban fragmentation International Symposium, Pretoria, South Africa, 

February 28 – March 3 (with Virag Molnar) 

 

2004 “Great Expectations, or How We Came to Love the Market in Eastern Europe” Development and 

Regionalism: Karl Polanyi’s Ideas and the Contemporary World System Transformation. 

Budapest, November 5-6. 

 

2003 “The Art of Public Space and the Politics of Disappearance” Moscow Square International 

Symposium, Ludwig Museum of Contemporary Art, Budapest, May 31. Invited speaker. 

 

2002 “’Paris of the East’—Urban Theory of the West: Comparative Thinking after the End of the East-

West Divide” 10th Vienna Architecture Congress, November 8-10. Invited speaker. 

 

2002 “’I Shop Therefore I am’: Consumption, Gender and Urban Public Space” ASA Meeting, Chicago, 

August 16-19. 

 


