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The CEU Institute for Advanced Study
invites you to

POLITICAL PROTEST AND
ACTIVISM IN CENTRAL EASTERN
EUROPE AFTER 1989

A LECTURE BY

ONDREJ CISAR

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, CHARLES
UNIVERSITY, PRAGUE
SENIOR FELLOW, CEU IAS

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 04, 11:30 A.M. | GELLNER ROOM

BIO | Ondfej Cisaf is an Associate Professor in the Department of Sociology at the Faculty of Social Sciences,
Charles University in Prague, and is also affiliated to the Institute of Sociology of the Czech Academy of Sciences.
He is editor-in-chief of the Czech edition of the Czech Sociological Review. His research focuses on political
mobilization, social movements and political sociology. He is the author or co-author of four books and has published
numerous papers.

ABSTRACT | Available literature warns that although East-Central European countries have managed to adopt
democratic constitutions, develop free market economies, organize free elections, and join the European Union,
they still lack a more developed democratic civic culture. Individual-level reports show that over the last twenty years
these countries have witnessed growing political apathy and resignation amongst their citizens. As a source of these
processes the authors identify frustration and disappointment with the actual economic and political performance of
these democracies, a performance that sharply contrasts with the high expectations and enthusiasm about the ideal
of democracy as it was seen in the early 1990s. The presentation will draw on an organizational survey and on
protest event data covering twenty years of protest in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland and Hungary.

For more information, see
http://ias.ceu.edu/events



